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so accepted; speeches were made by certain members of the Council which represented the state of things in India as so altered in charactei as to show that such a measure \\as no longer requued These speeches led to statements by the responsible members of the Government of India which clearly indicated the absolute necessity for continuing repression
Theie are those who believe that the state of things m India is as bad as ever it was, if not worse I am not myself of that opinion. With my knowledge of what occuired while I was still in India I am of opinion that the crimes which are now being brought to light, and the arrests which aie now being made, are merely the result of the continued activity of the police in respect of matters of which they had more 01 less information and evidence at the time when the Seditious Meetings Act of 1907 was passed into law But of this there can be no doubt, after what has been said by the responsible membeis of the Government of India, that the state of things at present is not such as to justify the removal of the restrictions on seditious meetings which were then considered necessary. It is therefore, in my opinion, distinctly unfortunate that discussion of this question should again and again be renewed, and that there should appear to be any want of determination to keep this measure in force as long as there is any necessity for it whatsoever.
The condition of things in India has undoubtedly changed for the better. There is the fullest evidence of it in the Press and in private letters from men of all classes in India It may be attributed, as one of my Hindu correspondents says, to the " gracious measures of reform/' or as another Hindu says, to the ** vigorous prosecution of seditious persons" It is also attributable to a revulsion of feeling caused by the outburst of outrage and crime which has recently characterised the operations of the extremist section of Indian politicians Murder and dacoity, even when political, are not yet popular in India. And many who were indifferent, or sitting on the fence, have m view of recent events stepped down with vigorous intention